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take  a  minute  to  read  these  simple,  but  very  important 
safety  rules . . .  then  go  on  to  a  pleasant 
park  experience  in  the  national  park  system. 


Your  visit  to  one  of  America's  natural, 
historical  or  recreational  areas  can  be  a 
most  pleasurable  and  rewarding  experi- 
ence— or  it  can  be  a  time  of  vexation, 
distress  . . .  or  even  tragedy.  Much 
depends  on  how  you  and  your  family 
observe  these  simple  rules  and  avoid 
designated  hazards. 


watch  out  for  bears.  They  are 
dangerous — particularly  when  accom- 
panied by  young.  It  is  reckless  to  ap- 
proach bears  closely;  even  though  they 
may  appear  tame,  bears  and  other 
wildlife  may  turn  suddenly  and  inflict 
serious  injury.  Don't  feed  the  bears  or 
other  wildlife. 

be  cautious  in  thermal  pool  areas. 

stay  on  the  trails  or  boardwalks  at  all 
times.  The  boiling  heat  of  thermal  pools 
can  be  deadly. 

Keep  Children  under  restraint;  leave 
pets  behind. 

drive  carefully.  Park  roads  were 
deliberately  designed  for  slow  moving 
vehicles.  Stop  at  overlooks.  Don't  try  to 
see  everything  from  behind  the  wheel.  Be 
a  considerate  driver  and  watch  out  for 
those  who  are  not. 
observe  park  regulations.  They  are 

for  your  enjoyment  and  pleasure. 
Snowmobiles,  all-terrain  vehicles,  fires, 
fishing,  swimming  and  other  activities 
are  governed  by  regulations  that  take 
into  account  local  conditions  and 
problems. 

don't  try  it  alone.  Two  heads  are 
safer  than  one.  Whether  it's  a  short  hike 
in  the  woods  or  a  month-long  mountain 
climb,  a  companion  may  save  your  life 
in  an  emergency. 

keep  the  nps  informed.  Notify  park 
headquarters  of  your  plans  to  explore. 
Mountain  climbing,  hiking,  or  horseback 
riding  in  remote  areas,  exploring  caves 
or  lake  bottoms,  and  numerous  other 
enterprises  can  be  dangerous  even  for 
experts.  If  they  know  your  plans,  park 
rangers  can  alert  you  to  hazards,  watch 
for  your  return  and,  if  necessary,  organize 
rescue  efforts.  Telling  them  your  plans 
could  save  your  life. 


dress  properly.  Even  in  the  heat  of 
summer  it  is  often  cool  in  the  mountains 
or  caves.  If  you  are  hiking  on  rough 
terrain,  be  sure  to  wear  sturdy  shoes  or 
boots. 

enjoy  your  visit.  That  is  what  your 
parks  are  for.  Whether  you  came  to  view 
the  wonders  of  nature,  tread  in  the 
footsteps  of  history,  or  simply  to  get  out 
and  have  fun,  the  National  Park  System 
is  intended  for  your  enjoyment  and  the 
enjoyment  of  generations  to  come. 

help  protect  your  park.  Park  regula- 
tions are  designed  to  protect  the  natural 
beauty  of  the  park  and  to  provide  for 
your  safety,  comfort,  and  convenience. 
Park  rangers  are  here  to  help  and  advise 
you  as  well  as  to  enforce  regulations.  If 
you  need  information  or  are  in  difficulty, 
see  a  park  ranger.  Complete  regulations 
can  be  seen  in  the  superintendent's 
office. 

preserve  natural  features.  Destruc- 
tion, injury,  or  disturbance  of  plantlife, 
wildlife,  or  other  natural  features  is 
strictly  prohibited.  Permits  are  required 
to  collect  specimens  of  any  kind. 


warning 

all  park  animals  are  wild.  Their  actions 
and  reactions  with  people  nearby  are 
unpredictable  and  can  often  prove  fatal. 


As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation 
agency,  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
has  basic  responsibilities  for  water,  fish, 
wildlife,  mineral,  land,  park  and  recrea- 
tional resources.  Indian  and  Territorial 
affairs  are  other  major  concerns  of 
America's  "Department  of  Natural 
Resources."  The  Department  works  to 
assure  the  wisest  choice  in  managing  all 
our  resources  so  each  will  make  its  full 
contribution  to  a  better  United  States — 
now  and  in  the  future. 
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